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Awards and Recognition
News Release
Three U of M Crookston Students Awarded Carol E. Macpherson Memorial Scholarship
A scholarship assisting "non-traditional" women in completing their education at the University of Minnesota has been awarded to
three students from the Crookston campus. Recipients of the Carol E. Macpherson Memorial Scholarship include: Senior Beth
Debeltz, a health management major from Embarrass, Minn.; Junior Donna Malarkey, a quality management major from Crookston,
Minn.; and Sophomore Nan Wright, an organizational psychology major also from Crookston.
"It is an honor for our campus to have three women awarded the Carol E. Macpherson Memorial Scholarship," says Melissa
Dingmann, director of financial aid at Crookston. "We know that sometimes students can feel daunted by the thought of re-
entering the academic world, but help exists in the form of scholarships designed to assist them in the transition. These three
award recipients are most deserving, and they are dedicated, hard-working students who are committed to their educational
goals."
"I hope to develop and capitalize on my experience at UMC," says Malarkey.  "My mother was a 1945 graduate of the Northwest
School of Agriculture, and I hope to be able to follow her example and call myself a U of M Crookston alumni in 2012. As a non-
traditional student, self-supporting, with limited resources, the scholarship assistance is deeply appreciated."
Recipients of the scholarship are chosen by a selection committee including University staff and faculty with particular interest
and expertise in assisting non-traditional women students. In order to be considered for the scholarship, a student must be 28
years or older, been out of school for at least five years, be in good academic standing with the U of M, and meet half-time
enrollment status. A weighted list of selection criteria includes the strength of the student's written personal statement, reference
letters, and other special circumstances.  
Wright appreciates her scholarship. "I am grateful to the foundation and family for their belief in and support of me, and I assure
you, I will do all I can to be worthy of the honor," she says.
It is much the same for Debeltz, an online student, "First of all I would like to say thank you to the family of Carol E. Macpherson. It
is an honor to be selected and I am very grateful. I also would like to thank the staff and faculty at the University who selected me
as well. This scholarship will help me attain my career goals as a wife and a mother, and I look forward to paying it forward to
others in the future."
The scholarship was created in the late 1970s and is sustained through the generosity of Macpherson's family.
The three recipients have been invited to attend an awards and recognition event on October 21, 2011, in Memorial Hall in the
McNamara Alumni Center on the Twin Cities campus. The Celebrating University Women Awards & Recognition event, which takes
place from 3 -5 p.m., is designed to honor outstanding U of M women students, staff, and faculty. It is free and the public is
welcome. RSVP online at z.umn.edu/2011wmcawards.
Today the University of Minnesota Crookston delivers 29 bachelor's degree programs, 18 minors, and more than 40
concentrations, including 10 online degrees, in the areas of agriculture and natural resources; business; liberal arts and education;
and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of about 1,450 undergraduates from more than 25 countries and 40 states,
the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a prestigious University of Minnesota degree. 
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